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Team:

Here we are at the end of September—
at the cusp of an incredible year. We ex-
ecuted over $2 billion and added over 175
members to the team while doing so.

\We are responding well to the miter
gate failure at Markland Locks and Dam.

In Fiscal Year 09 we had 73 deploy-
ments through our Emergency Opera-
tions Center —44 civil and 29 to Iraq or
Afghanistan.

We responded well during the largest

- R Y :
2 winter natural disaster to hit the Common-

. 4ii | S wealth of Kentucky.

Col. Keith A. Landry, Ph.D., P.E.
Commander and District Engineer
Louisville District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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We’ve had more than 14 million

5, visitors to our lakes and locks the past
S 12 months with a 40 percent reduction in
q 2 fatalities.

Our Regulatory branch issued thou-
sands of different types of permits.

We’re having great progress on Re-
serve BRAC. For BRAC, Army Reserve
and Grow the Army (GTA) military
construction (MILCON), we awarded 41
of 49 projects.

The Human Resources Center of Ex-
cellence down at Fort Knox is looking fan-
tastic. We’re on schedule to complete—by
June 3, 2010—what will be the biggest

We’re also making steady progress at
Olmsted Locks & Dam. \We were for-
tunate to have Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell visit the site in August.
This was his first visit, and | walked away
comfortable knowing that the Senator
understands how important that project is
to the economic security of Kentucky, the
region and the nation.

We also opened up the new McAlpine
Lock in June. What an engineering feat.
The district has had a significant economic
impact on the region and nation.

Last year the Louisville District
awarded $380 million in contracts to small
businesses; this year that has grown to
over $450 million (a 20% increase). |
know everyone on the team pushed hard
to get everything done in FY09. | can’t
tell you enough, but I really appreciate ev-
eryone’s dedication and tenacious pursuit
of our performance goals. Going from
“Good to Great” in support of the Chief
of Engineer’s vision is our next significant
challenge. No doubt in my mind that this
district can lock arms with our customers,
stakeholders and USACE partners to make
superior performance routine. Let’s make
FY10 the year we get to Great!
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Deputy Commander supports new infrastructure

Deputy District Commander Lt. Col.
Stephen Bales attended two announcement
ceremonies with Kentucky Rep. Hal Rog-
ers Aug. 13. The congressman announced
two new Section 531 Environmental
Infrastructure projects,—one in Campton,
Ky., and the other in West Liberty, Ky.,—
where the Louisville District will serve as
the federal cost-share partner. Bales com-
mented on the excellent relationship that
the Corps has with Rogers’ office and with
the Personal Responsibility in a Desirable
Environment (PRIDE) organization in pro-
viding infrastructure to the communities
in eastern Kentucky. These infrastructure
projects will eliminate straight pipes and
failing septic systems to improve water
quality in the region.

Lt. Col. Stephen Bales (left) and Rep. Hal Rogers (center) gather with the local cost-share
partners and members of the PRIDE organization to present $600,000 to the city of West
Liberty, Ky.
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Ohio River is open despite Markland

gate failure

“The river and our
locks are great eco-
nomic resources. If
you shut down any

lock in this Ohio
River lock system, it
has an effect on the
economy.”
-Rep. Geoff Davis, -
Kentucky, 4th District

The land-wall miter gate leaf hangs in the 1,200 foot lock chamber while the other miter gate leaf is

submerged underwater. The Louisville Repair Station prepares to assess the damage.

Rep. Geoff Davis and Louisville District
Commander Col. Keith Landry discuss the
way ahead and emphasize the importance
of the inland waterways system during
Tuesday’s news conference at Markland.

A sonar image of the lock floor shows the
submerged river-wall miter gate leaf.

Carol Labashosky

Navigation and Dredging Team of Operations

By Carol Labashosky, public affairs

Despite a miter gate failure at the
Markland Locks on the Ohio River in
Warsaw, Ky. Sept. 27, tows are still lock-
ing through the auxiliary 600 foot cham-
ber.

By Tuesday morning, Sept. 29, all tows
and vessels had locked and navigation
queue was empty.

"The river is open and we are locking
tows through the 600 foot chamber,"” said
Louisville District Commander Col. Keith
Landry.

The Army Corps of Engineers Louis-
ville District has preliminary repair plans
underway to fix the Markland Lock Gate
at Warsaw, Ky. The downstream lock gate
on the 1,200-by-110 foot chamber failed
during operation Sunday. One of the two
leaves is resting on the bottom of the lock
chamber and the other inoperable lock
leaf is still affixed to the lock chamber; it
requires stabilization.

The Corps received funding in 2009
for new miter gates for Markland. Oregon
Iron Works in Eugene, Ore., was awarded
the contract to place new miter gates. The
miter gates were scheduled for delivery in
2010 with installation in 2011.

"One prong of the repair plan is to
work with Oregon Iron Works to move
up the delivery date of the new set of lock

gates,” said Landry. "The other is to assess
what kind of damage has been done to the
gate and see if they can be repaired."

A board of investigation has been
convened to investigate and determine the
cause of miter gate failure. Information
from this report will become part of a les-
sons learned.

On Monday, Sept. 28, sonar and under-
water videography were used to locate the
fallen miter gate leaf and pinpoint its posi-
tion. The miter gate leaf is on the bulkhead
sill on the bottom of the lock chamber.
Moving the lock gate or raising it is criti-
cal to the repair plan because bulkheads
need to be placed in the chamber so water
can be drained from the lock chamber and
the repair initiated.

"At the end of the day, the river and our
locks are great economic resources," said
Rep. Geoff Davis, Kentucky, 4th District.
"If you shut down any lock in this Ohio
River lock system, it has an effect on the
economy."

For fact sheets and additional
information go to:

http://bit.ly/Markland_gate_failure.
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On Aug. 5,2009 American Munrcrpal Power, the U.S. Army Corps of Englneers the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and Iocal and

state officials breqk ground on the new hydropower plant at Cannelton Locks and Dam.

By Katie Newton, public affairs

O nAug. 5, 2009,
American Mu-
nicipal Power (AMP), the
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission
(FERC) and local and state
officials broke ground on
the new hydropower plant
at Cannelton Locks and
Dam.

On the banks of the Ohio
River, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Lou-
isville District, is helping
to make strides toward
American energy inde-
pendence with the ground-
breaking of its first hydro-
power facility in nearly 45
years.

The four-year construc-
tion project will result
in an 84-megawatt hy-
dropower plant that will
create energy and provide
power to approximately
35,000 homes in the
region. Power will be
generated by using the dif-
ference in water surface

o

elevations created by the
existing dam for naviga-
tion.

This project is the first
of five hydroelectric proj-
ects on the Ohio River
that together will supply
more than 350 megawatts
of renewable energy into
the region and will help
to make the Ohio River
Valley a showcase for al-
ternative energy sources,

according to Marc Gerken,

AMP president and CEO.
“This hydropower facil-
ity is great because it pro-
duces energy in such an
environmentally friendly
way,” said Ken Lamkin,

it’s a very beneficial way
of using the raw power of
the Ohio River that’s natu-
rally there.”

Currently, the project is
in phase one which places
rock and filler into the riv-
er to build the cofferdam.

“What a valuable and
huge asset that river is
for the Commonwealth of
Kentucky,” said Kentucky
Governor Steve Beshear.
“We need to be taking
every advantage we can
of that river. It can play
a huge role in the future
development of all of our
counties, all of our cities
lying along it.”

AMP, the project spon-

“Hydropower is very sustainable; it’s a very

beneficial way of using the raw power of

the Ohio River that’s naturally there.”

-Ken Lamkin, Louisville District Hydropower Coordinator

Louisville District hydro-
power coordinator. “There
is no input of fossil fuels,
and long-term mainte-
nance is very low. Hydro-
power is very sustainable;

sor, is a wholesale power
supplier and services
provider for six states.
AMP also partners with
the FERC, which oversees
the development of these

. Katie/Newton

types of hydroelectric
projects, and the Corps of
Engineers.

“This is just another ex-
ample of the great things
that can happen when we
partner together,” said
Louisville District Com-
mander Col. Keith Landry.

The Corps has the re-
sponsibility to ensure the
expanded function of the
dam as a source of clean
power without interfering
with the original purpose
of the dam.

“We have to balance be-
ing responsive to industry
and maintaining good
stewardship,” said Landry.

Although the purpose of
the plant is ultimately to
create green, renewable
energy, it also provides
many other economic
benefits such as creating
jobs, lessening American
dependence on foreign oil
and reducing the costs of
reliable energy.

“Energy is the cur-
rency of the future,” said
Beshear. “If we don’t have
power and the ability to
produce it, or purchase it,

(Continued on Page 5)
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or transport it in bulk, then
we don’t have jobs. You
don’t have transportation—
you don’t have economic
viability.”

Job Creation

The project will bring
jobs and economic devel-
opment to the region. At
its peak, the four-year con-
struction project, expected
to be complete in the fall
of 2013, will employ ap-
proximately 400 workers.

“The hundreds of jobs
provided during the four-
year-long construction pe-
riod are going to be a boon
for Kentucky families
and this whole area,” said
Beshear.

Once online, the project
will employ 9-12 perma-
nent operators.

Reduced dependence
on foreign oil

Energy is a national se-
curity interest; the new
plant and the power it pro-
duces are one step closer
to reducing the nation’s
dependence on foreign oil.

“Unfortunately our pow-
er supply in the U.S. faces
a lot of growing threats,”
said Beshear. “The United
States is far too dependent
on foreign sources of en-
ergy.”

Kentucky Rep. Brett
Guthrie emphasized the
need to increase Ameri-
can energy independence.
“The answer is in alterna-
tives, and one of the great
alternatives, here, is hy-
dropower,” he said.

Lower energy costs
“The beating sun, the
blowing wind, and the
rushing water—these are
all powerful and unlimited
forces. Harnessing those
forces in a productive, ef-
ficient and cost-effective
way takes creativity and

it takes investment,” said
Beshear.

“It is the most reliable
power at the lowest possi-
ble cost,” said Jon Bisher,
chair of the AMP board of
trustees.

Hydroelectric facilities
can generate an average of
65 percent of their capac-
ity, compared to about 25
percent for wind and 10
percent for solar. Another
benefit of hydropower
versus other renewable
energy sources is that
river flow can be predicted
more easily than sunshine
or wind on any given day.

“An energy producer can
forecast how much energy
a hydropower facility will
generate and be able to
reduce generation or delay
startup at thermal facili-
ties, resulting in cost sav-
ings,” said Lamkin.

“In this part of the
country it is clear that
hydroelectric generation
is superior to other renew-
able technologies,” said
Gerken.

Additionally, consumers
benefit from this project
because they get a bigger
bang for their buck since
the dam serves a dual pur-
pose.

“We are really maximiz-
ing taxpayer dollars in
this circumstance,” said
Landry.

All of these benefits have
been realized at AMP’s
first hydropower plant
which was built in 1999
at Huntington District’s
Belleville Locks and Dam
in West Virginia. Based
on that success, AMP has
prioritized the develop-
ment of additional hydro
resources. The Cannelton
hydropower plant is the
first of five plants cur-
rently under development.
Next on the list is a pro-
posed plant at Louisville

A rendering of what the hydropower plant is expected to look like upon its

completion in 2013.

District’s Smithland Locks
and Dam near Brookport,
1.

“We have developed
a key working relation-
ship with the Corps,” said
Gerken. “We respect that
relationship, and it’s been
a good one.”

The future of hydro-
power at Corps locks and
dams looks bright. AMP
is planning to begin con-
struction on the Smithland
project this fall pending
approval of outstanding
Corps permit actions and
approvals by FERC. Upon

its completion, four of
eight Louisville District
dams on the Ohio River
will support hydropower
facilities.

On the Ohio River, there
is existing hydropower in the
following Corps districts:

e Hannibal (Pittsburgh)

¢ Belleville (Huntington)

e Racine (Huntington)

e Greenup (Huntington)

e Markland (Louisville)

e McAlpine (Louisville)

ARRA Update

American Reinvestment and Recovery Act

The Louisville District

) ARRA program has funded
jobs for 45 temporary park
rangers within the opera-

) tions division.
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istrict employee Luis Rivera-Rios
never met his uncle. All he knew was what
his parents told him—that his uncle was
killed in the Vietnam War. Decades later,
Rivera-Rios, too, would earn the Purple
Heart, just like his uncle.

The Rivera-Rios family had a history
of military service going back generations,
and the 38-year-old from Puerto Rico
knew that he wanted to carry on the tradi-
tion, especially after hearing of his uncle.

“Then 9/11 came, and that was my
call,” he said.

After Rivera-Rios returned home from
basic training, he decided to research
the events that led to his uncle’s death.
The Purple Heart citation provided the
explanation. Rivera-Rios’ uncle was killed
in an ambush after he chased an escaping
prisoner of war through the jungle.

Rivera-Rios, an Army reservist, soon
returned to Puerto Rico where he served
with the 389th Finance Detachment, 65th
Readiness Command based out of Fort
Buchanan. He was working for a health
insurance company and taking account-
ing classes at Universidad del Este Puerto
Rico when his unit was mobilized for
its second deployment to Iraq, the place
where the younger Rivera-Rios would
earn his Purple Heart.

While in country, the unit worked
out of Forward Operating Base Falcon,
also known as Camp Falcon, located just
outside of Baghdad. About every 10 days,
Rivera-Rios and some of his Soldiers trav-
eled to the cities of Yusufiyah, Mahmudi-
yah, and Latifiyah. American Soldiers
named the road connecting these cities

The Triangle of Death because so many
were killed by insurgent-planted impro-
vised explosive devices, or the RPGs and
AK-47 rounds that often followed IED
attacks. The route became so bad during
Rivera-Rios’ tour that road convoys were
halted, and supplies and personnel were
moved in and out by helicopter.

And the danger didn’t end for troops
once they arrived at destinations. Mortar
fire was always a threat, and snipers took
advantage of the bases’ vulnerabilities. In
Yusufiyah and Mahmudiyah, the bases’
perimeter walls were so short that Soldiers
could see people walking on the street,
Rivera-Rios said.

“Every time the helicopter dropped us
off we had to run for cover because they
had snipers outside the perimeter who
would try and hit us,” he said.

But Rivera-Rios and his unit had to
complete their missions. A Soldier doesn’t
perform well if he or she is worried about
a spouse back home who can’t pay for
daycare because a pay form wasn’t filled
out properly.

Rivera-Rios dodged the dangers along
the road, but he couldn’t escape the mortar
fire launched inside Mahmudiyah’s perim-
eter. One day, while eating dinner, a Katy-
usha rocket ripped through the facility’s
walls and landed about 10 feet from where
Rivera-Rios was sitting. Those who could,
ran from the dining facility, then raced
back in to care for the wounded. Rivera-
Rios was lying on the ground, knocked
unconscious.

“The only thing | remember is the
explosion,” he recalled. “When | woke up,

Wounded Warrlbr n
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the signature wound of the Iraq lar—a
traumatic brain injury. Still, he knows he’s
lucky to be alive. He met many who never
made it home.

“It’s very sad,” he said. “You meet
people who you play sports with and share
news from back home with. Then, you run
into somebody else who says that person
is dead.”

Recovery...and on with life

When he returned from Iraq, the Army
transferred Rivera-Rios to the Warrior
Transition Unit at Fort Knox, a location
where the Army can better administer the
tests, scans and evaluations recovering
Soldiers need.

The WTU’s mission is to return the
Soldier to duty as quickly as possible. If
he or she isn’t able to return to duty, then
the Army’s focus is on returning the Sol-
dier to civilian life in the best mental and
physical health possible. Advocates from
the Army Wounded Warrior Program help
Soldiers leaving the service find jobs.

Advocate Joyce Garrett began work-
ing with Rivera-Rios several months out
from his July 2009 departure date. She
found him a job with the district, and he’s
been working at the federal building with
the military project management, Fort
Campbell section as a budget technician
since Aug. 3.

“I’m grateful for the opportunity the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers gave to
me,” he said. “I had planned to stay in the
Army for 20 years and continue to help
my nation. (This program) is really great
for Soldiers like us.”
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By John Neville, public affairs

U .S. Sen. Mitch McConnell made
his first trip to the Olmsted Locks and
Dam construction site Aug. 20 to hear a
briefing from Louisville District leaders
about the importance of annual sustained
funding for the project.

The Olmsted site is located along the
Ohio River shores near Olmsted, IlI.,
between Paducah, Ky., and Cairo, IlI.,
and is known as the “hub” of the inland
waterways system. Barge traffic moving
between the Mississippi River system and
the Ohio, Tennessee, and Cumberland riv-
ers must pass through this stretch of river.
More tonnage passes through this point
than any other place in America’s inland
navigation system.

“There is no more important project in
the country, in terms of cost-benefit ratio,”
McConnell said. “The challenge for me
and other members of Congress who are
interested in this, is to keep the funding
going. To the extent that you can’t get
the money on an annual basis, it delays
the project and ends up costing more. So,
our goal is to meet the annual challenges
to keep the project on schedule as best
as possible. I and others in Congress are
going to do everything we can to keep this
project on schedule.”

Ninety million tons of goods pass
through Lock and Dam 52, and 80 million
tons pass through Lock and Dam 53 an-
nually. Olmsted will replace the 1920s-era
Locks and Dams 52 and 53, sites that
are well-beyond their 50-year life cycle.
While new 1,200-foot lock:  were added
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U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell of Kentucky talks with Louisville District Commander Col. Keith
Landry and Olmsted acting Deputy Chief of Construction Richard Schipp during the sena-

tor’s Aug. 20 visit.

these structures make it impossible to meet
current traffic demands without significant
delays.

The district conducted condition
surveys on its locks and dams that mea-
sured the risks and consequences of lock
and dam failure within the entire inland
waterways locks and dams systems. Based
on the Corps’ analysis, a shutdown of 52
or 53 would result in major economic
losses for the nation, according to District
Deputy Engineer David Dale.

“Fifty-two and 53 are high risk,” Dale
explained to McConnell. “That means
there is a high likelihood that they could
impact the system’s operation. A critical
piece of equipment could fail and prevent
locking, and that could shut the river
down. When we look at the system, we
determine that Olmsted is a very critical
piece of the system, both from the benefits
generated and from the risk of not being
able to provide navigational transportation

~ services to the nation.”

Following the briefing, district leaders
McConnell on a site tour where he was
able to see the enormity and complexity
-of the project firsthand. The tour stopped
at the 5,100-ton capacity gantry crane (the

+ largest of its kind in the world) that is re-

quired to carry the massive concrete shells

BUILDING STRONGe

from the precast yard to the skidway that
leads into the water.

“The senator has been a strong advo-
cate of the navigation industry and great
friend and supporter of the inland water-
ways system and the Corps,” Landry said.

Following the presentation, McConnell
spoke to the press about the importance
of the Olmsted project and how he plans
to support its completion. McConnell’s
position as senate minority leader and
representative for the Commonwealth can
significantly influence Olmsted funding.

McConnell also took a moment dur-
ing his press address to recall one of the
Corps’ most famous engineers, Gen. Rob-
ert E. Lee, and comment on the advances
in engineering since the Civil War era.

“I wonder what he would think if
he were alive today and able to see the
technology in this day and age,” he said.
“These folks are using the most modern
technology around, and it’s fascinating
to hear them describe it and witness the
genuine excitement they have to accom-
plish something of this magnitude.”
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By Katie Newton, public affairs

The historical USS LST 325
(Landing Ship Tank) made its
way through several Ohio River
locks in August on its way to Jef-
fersonville, Ind.

The LST, permanently sta-
tioned in Evansville, Ind., is one
of only two World War 1l LST’s
to be preserved in the United
States. The ship was commis-
sioned in 1943, and though it
supported many significant opera-
tions, it was most notably remem-
bered for invading the shores of
Normandy.

On Aug. 20, the historic ship
moved through McAlpine Locks
and Dam and arrived in Jeffer-
sonville, Ind., for a nine-day stay
where the public could tour the
ship.

At left, the LST makes its way
through the Newburgh Locks and
Dam on Aug. 19.

Second stimulus fund contract awarded for Markland Locks

By Carol Labashosky, public affairs

An American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
contract for $1.7 million was
awarded for the Markland
navigation lock miter gate
assembly pier. The locks are
in Warsaw, Ky., on the Ohio
River.

The contract was awarded
July 20 to HTA Enterprises,
Inc., of Vine Grove, Ky. The
contract is 100 percent small
business. Work for this con-

tract consists of constructing
a pier on the land-side wall of
the 600-foot auxiliary lock.
The pier is made of reinforced
concrete with an interior corri-
dor. The pier will be construct-
ed on top of an existing lock
wall monolith. Work will also
include demolition of existing
observation platform stairs and
fencing.

Demolition work in prepa-
ration for construction of the
miter gate assembly pier has

begun, and is being funded by
ARRA funds.

The rehabilitation of the
Markland locks and construc-
tion of the miter gate assembly
pier is critical for keeping com-
merce moving throughout the
Ohio River Basin and beyond.
Waterways transportation of
coal and steel, for example,
saves money versus overland
shipping, and is a safe and
more environmentally-friendly
mode of transport.

BUILDING STRONGe

This project is one of sev-
eral large-scale rehabilitation
projects that are being under-
taken by the Army Corps of
Engineers on the Ohio River to
keep goods moving throughout
the system which ultimately
will save taxpayers money.

An ARRA contract for $1.5
million to fund fabrication of
a custom “portable” milling
machine with hardware was
awarded July 29.
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By Carol Labashosky, public affairs

. urin _
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Louisville
District’s levee safety team crawled like
ants all over 18.25 miles of levee and
floodwall in Evansville, Ind., as part of
this city’s ongoing levee evaluation for the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) flood insurance program.

The Corps assembled engineering
teams in disciplines of geotechnical; struc-
tural; mechanical; electrical; and hydrol-
ogy and hydraulics. Teams included 27
individuals to inspect both rural and inner
city segments of the flood protection proj-
ect, including 100 gates and 20 pumping
stations. The Geographic Information Sys-
tems (GIS) component of the inspection
was also performed where inspectors walk
along the levee annotating and identifying
conditions of the components of the proj-
ect in an electronic GIS “notebook.”

GIS specialist Paul Deatrick, geologist
Jacob Nienaber and levee inspector Chris
Alvey performed the GIS inspections.

At the Evansville First Avenue Pump-
ing Station, large submersible pumps were
inspected by mechanical engineers Mark
Robertson, Brian Smith, Vu Nguyen, and
electrical engineers John Dobson and Jeff
Timbas. Mike Herke of the Evansville
Levee Authority provided assistance low-
ering Corps inspectors into the sump area
where the pumps are located. Robertson

Carol Labashosky

orts earning the

e, “pump expert” by his comrades, not
only because he helps other districts build
pumping stations, but his car license plate
bears the same title.

The Louisville District can perform
evaluations as part of the certification pro-
cess if the local sponsor — in this case the
Evansville Levee Authority — makes the
request and obtains more than 10 percent
or more of the total funds required from
another federal agency. The local sponsor
must pay for the remaining portion — 90
percent or less — for the inspection. The
10 percent of federal funding came from
Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
for Evansville. It cost $408,000 to com-
plete the certification evaluation for this
project.

Often times levee sponsors have a
difficult time locating an architectural
engineering firm who will perform levee
evaluations for certifications, according to
Dan Frank, Louisville District levee safety
program manager. “They don’t want the
responsibility or liability of signing on the
dotted line,” he said. “We find this hap-
pens quite a bit, especially in the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina.”

The Louisville District has already per-
formed several levee inspections as part of
the certification process on other projects
and has at least two more to accomplish.
“It takes a lot of the district’s resources

BUILDING STRONGe

ptesBvansville levee system

and people to perform the certification
evaluations; however, our people gain
firsthand knowledge of our levee proj-
ects and the requirements necessary for
certification for accreditation,” Frank said.
“They see the whole picture.”

Barry Schueler, civil works project
manager, said it makes sense for the Corps
to perform this levee inspection. “The
Corps has the institutional knowledge, and
I think it’s great the Corps is doing it,” he
said.

Levees across America need certi-
fication for FEMA to accredit them on
new digital flood insurance rate maps as
providing protection. This ultimately may
impact citizens being required to purchase
flood insurance.

Depending on the inspection findings,
the Evansville levee certification evalua-
tion could potentially allow the local spon-
sor to meet the requirements necessary for
accreditation. By FEMA regulations, levee
systems should provide protection from an
annual one percent flood chance, referred
to as the 100-year level. A 100-year water
level is a statistical event that has a one
percent chance of occurring each year at
a given location. The Evansville levee,
as well as most projects in the district,
received a minimally acceptable rating in
the 2009 inspection.

The Corps of Engineers built the origi-
nal levee system after the Flood Control
Act of 1937, and pumping stations were
added beginning in 1964 and continuing
through 1994.

Carol Labashosky

Electical engineers John Dobson (left) and Jeff
Timbas (right) take electrical readings at Dia-
mond Avenue pump station at the Evansville,
Ind. local flood protection project.

(Above left) Mechanical engineers Vu Nguyen
(left) and Brian Smith (right) use a mirror to
inspect a pump impeller for pitting, wear and
corrosion.
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By John Neville, public affairs

Jack Sweeney

Louisville District Chief of Planning Sharon
Bond explains the Ohio River Basin Com-
prehensive Studly.

What’s the connection between
farming and the Corps?

H20.

Water was the subject Aug. 31 when
Indiana soybean and corn farmers boarded
the Belle of Louisville for a cruise up the
Ohio River. But the shores of Louisville
and Jeffersonville weren’t the only attrac-
tions. Representatives from the Louisville
District and the corn and soybean industry
briefed passengers, mostly farmers, on two
of the Corps’ biggest missions—to ensure
the Ohio River remains navigable for the
millions of tons of soybeans and corn that
move up and down the river annually, and
to control flooding within the Ohio River
Basin.

The lock and dam systems are the key
to sustaining navigable waters. Impassable
waters halt barge traffic which disrupts
the flow of soy products and corn to the
marketplace, and that’s not good for farm-
ers. Rich McCarty of American Commer-
cial Lines compared the consequences of
inoperable locks with the effect Hurricane
Katrina had on basis values.

“If a lock goes down, it’s not unreal-
istic to think we could see similar basis
effects in the short run as to what we saw
in Katrina,” said McCarty. “And | know
none of you really enjoyed seeing dollars
basis drop right as we were heading into

harvest. As grain wasn’t able to hit river
markets, it found rail and truck markets,
and so there was this domino effect.
Significant amounts of farm dollars went
away from the farm because there was
this sudden impact to the transportation
system.”

Basis is the difference between the
price at the local grain elevator and the
price at a major market, such as Chicago.
Basis values are negatively affected by
higher transportation costs. Farmers earn
less profit as the basis shrinks.

Many of the Corps’ 20 lock and dam
systems along the Ohio River need repairs,
but the Corps’ efforts to repair and replace
aging infrastructure are limited by the
amount of congressionally-appropriated
money it receives. Limited funding forces
the Corps to evaluate its locks and dams
and decide where to direct the millions—
and sometimes billions—of dollars to
system repairs and replacement.

“We do invest in infrastructure, but
not at the level we need to,” said Deputy
District Engineer David Dale. “So that
forces us to go through a very systematic
process and identify projects that need to
be invested in now, rather than later. We
try to take taxpayer dollars and put them
where we get the biggest bang for our
buck so that we have a reliable transporta-
tion system.”

The last speaker for the morning, L
isville District Chief of Planning Sha
Bond, addressed the Ohio River Ba
Comprehensive Study and how farmers
can influence its direction.

The Ohio River Basin Comprehensive

Reconnaissance Study is a collaborative

effort between four Corps districts— Lo
isville, Huntington, Nashville and Pitts-
burgh— the 15 basin states and a multi-

tude of stakeholders, project sponsors and Y

the public.

The study addresses issues related to
water resources management and develop-
ment, flood damages, water supply, hydro-
power, fish and wildlife habitat, ecosystem
restoration, recreation, navigation, existing
flood control infrastructure, and any other
issues raised by basin stakeholders and
the public that relate to the basin’s water

BUILDING STRONGe

resources.

And because farmers depend heavily
on navigation and flood control, they are
significant stakeholders.

“The reason I’m here today is to make
sure you know that the study is ongo-
ing,” Bond said. “But we don’t have the
answers to everything. We need to find
out from you what you perceive are the
needs throughout the basin. Should there
be a basin-wide water management plan
that looks at the way we operate reservoir
projects? Is there a need for infrastructure
improvements? Please, let us know.”
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When in Rome...Sing! i
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By Wanda Baldwin, public affairs

Every now and then we
get an opportunity to take a trip
to a place previously visited
only in our dreams or on the
Travel Network. This rarely

Courtesy of Kelsey Edelen

Kelsey Edelen visits Florence, Italy,
during her trip with the University
of Kentucky Women’s Choir.

happens when we are young.
These are the trips we take—
or plan to take—when we
retire, when the children are all
grown, when we have the time
and the money.

Kelsey Edelen, stepped out
of her dreams and into real-
ity this summer. Edelen is the
daughter of Gerard Edelen,
chief, Army and Air Force
section in engineering division.
She is a junior at the University
of Kentucky, majoring in music
education. This is Edelen’s sec-
ond year working for the Corps
in military branch environ-
mental section. She performs
administrative support under
Michael Saffran, section chief.

Edelen is a soprano with the
University of Kentucky Wom-
en’s Choir, and was presented
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through her choral director.
She and 69 other choir mem-
bers decided to participate in a
tour of Italy, including Rome,
Venice, Florence and other cit-
ies. For two weeks in June the
choir traveled throughout Italy,
performed several concerts and
soaked up the local culture.

“It was an opportunity for
us to perform music in the
place where it was written to
be performed,” Edelen said.

She was amazed that even
the people who couldn’t under-
stand English understood the
message of the music and the
emotion behind it.

The choir performed many
sacred pieces alone and with
other choirs. The choir also
performed at the Vatican be-
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ing mass. Edelen was amazed
at how the people received
their performances.

“Some of the townspeople
couldn’t understand English,”
but she found true what they
say about music—“Music is the
international language.”

Edelen’s 12-day trip was
full of delightful sights and
sounds of Italian culture. She
also sings with the University
of Kentucky Chorale, a mixed
choir. When asked if this choir
plans to travel to exotic locales
as well, Edelen said in 2010
they plan another European
trip.

And yes, she plans to be
there.

Good

o secsSon

IlInesses, like the flu (influ-
enza) and colds, are caused by
viruses. Flu and cold viruses
spread from person to person
by way of coughing, sneezing
or simply talking.

Take these everyday actions
to stay healthy:

e Handwashing is the first
line of prevention in the
spread of germs.

e Wash your hands often
with soap and water, es-
pecially after you cough
or sneeze, after using
the restroom, and before
preparing food, eating,
or smoking. Alcohol-
based hand cleaners are
also effective.

e Cover your mouth and

nose with a tissue when
you cough or sneeze;
or cough or sneeze into
your upper sleeve, not
your hands.

e Avoid touching your
eyes, nose or mouth.
Germs spread that way.

¢ Avoid close contact with
people who aren’t feel-
ing well.

e Clean common or
high-use surfaces with
a disinfectant as the
virus may survive on
environmental surfaces
and can infect a person
for up to 2-8 hours after
being deposited on the
surface.

e If you are sick with

flu-like illness, stay
home. The Centers
for Disease Control
recommends that you
stay home for at least 24
hours after your fever
is gone except to
get medical care or
for other necessities.
(Your fever should
be gone without the
use of a fever-reducing
medicine.) Keep away
from others as much as
possible to keep from
making others sick.

¢ Be considerate of those
around you. Flush
the toilet after using,
discard all contaminated
tissue, and clean up

hbggiene practices Tor

after yourself to help
decrease the spread of
disease.

BUILDING STRONGe

11

Volume 1, Issue 2



Office of counsel employees recognized with

honorary award

By Amanda Deane, public affairs

“Great organizations set
standards in their professions.
Clearly the Louisville District
Office of Counsel is doing just
that,” said Col. Keith Landry.

On July 16, Allen Sebas-
tian, Dale Holmes, Janice
Lengel and Qiana Davis of the
Louisville District were pre-
sented with the Chief Counsel
Honorary Award.

For their outstanding
service to the nation in sup-
port of overseas contingency
operations, Sebastian and
Holmes received a team award
for excellence in client care.
Davis and Lengel received the
award for their excellence in
client care and legal services
for outstanding service to the
nation in support of overseas
contingency operations.

Holmes was, “surprised and
pleased to be recognized,” he
said after receiving his award.

Holmes, originally from
Kansas City, Mo., holds a
Doctorate Law degree and a
Master of Laws (LOM) degree

from George Washington
University. He has been with
the Corps for 29 years, and this
was his third honorary chief
counsel award. The award was
given to recognize his first tour
in Afghanistan which lasted
eight and a half months. He re-
turned to Afghanistan with his
wife, Teresa, for six to seven
more months.

“l would encourage others
to consider deploying; it’s a
very rewarding experience,
personally and professionally,”
said Holmes.

Fours years ago, Assistant
District Counsel Qiana Davis
began working for the Corps in
the office of counsel. Original-
ly from New York City, Davis
also received the award for her
service in Iraq from March to
December 2008.

“I really enjoyed my time
over there. | absolutely loved
it. I will definitely do another
tour,” said Davis.

Davis’ ten months in Iraq as
district counsel earned her the

award. She was responsible for
the Northern District of Iraq,
dealing with awards and con-
tracts surrounding labor issues,
fiscal law and ethics questions.

“l was very honored. You
work hard when you’re in Irag;
you don’t do it for the recogni-
tion, but it’s nice to be recog-
nized for your hard work and
efforts,” Davis said.

Morning is a good time to cast out a line on Caesar Creek Lake.
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September is National Preparedness Month

By Sarah Mattingly, public affairs

T errorist attacks, ice storms, hur-
ricanes, disease pandemics... The list
of possible catastrophes continues, but
no matter what type of disaster might
strike, chances for survival are best
when citizens are well-prepared. For
this reason, federal government agen-
cies are participating in a month-long
initiative to encourage Americans to
prepare for the unexpected. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
has launched a Web site that lays out the
basic steps for emergency preparation.
First, assemble a kit of emergency sup-
plies. Then, develop a plan for what you
and your family will do and how you will
communicate after a disaster. Finally, be
informed about potential threats and the
best way to respond to different types of
emergencies.

Recommended supplies in a basic survival kit

Water: One gallon of water per person per day for at least three
days, for drinking and sanitation

Food: At least a three-day supply of non-perishable food
Battery-powered radio and extra batteries

Flashlight and extra batteries

First aid kit
Whistle, to signal for help

Dust mask to help filter contaminated air
Plastic sheeting and duct tape to shelter-in-place
Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for personal sani-

tation

Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities
Can opener for food (if kit contains canned food)

Local maps

Visit www.ready.gov for more tips on how to stay safe and for a list of

available local resources.

Greer and Murphy recognized for safety efforts

By Katie Newton, public affairs

Two resource management employ-
ees, Sharon Greer and Donna F. Murphy,
were recognized Aug. 11 with Louisville
District Safety Coins for putting safety
first in their office.

The coins were presented by Lt. Col.
Stephen Bales on behalf of Col. Landry

to commend the women for being safety-
conscious.

Greer received the coin for her work as
secretary on the newly developed Collat-
eral Duty Safety Officer Steering Commit-
tee and for serving as the CDSO for the
Resource Management Office.

“She really has a safety culture focus,”
said Bales.

Greer used the opportunity to remind
resource management employees that,
“We are responsible to some degree for
our own safety.”

Murphy was recognized for her recent
work to prevent accidents from occurring
in the resource management office. Not
too long ago, Murphy spotted a broken
filing cabinet that could be a potential
danger. With the safety of her colleagues
in mind, Murphy made a sign and hung it
on the cabinet to prevent employees from
getting hurt.

Lt. Col. Bales explained to employees
that Murphy’s actions exemplify what we
should all do each and every day, “Take
action yourself,” he said.

Murphy used near-miss stories from
her past to teach lessons to fellow employ-
ees. For example, be cautious and watch
ties and scarves when bending down
around paper shredders.

These recognitions show that both
Murphy and Greer live up to the Corps’
philosophy that everybody is a safety of-
ficer.

Lt. Col. Stephen Bales presents resource management employees Sharon Greer (left) and Donna F.
Murphy (right) with dis